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A STUDY ON THE ACQUISITION OF MANDARIN TRISYLLABIC
TONE SANDHI BY ADVANCED THAI LEARNERS

Annotation.This study employs an acoustic experiment to investigate the
acquisition of trisyllabic tone sequences by advanced Thai learners of Mandarin.
The results show that these learners exhibit several problems in tone production:
the pitch level of Tone 1 tends to be lower than expected, the contour of Tone 2
often appears flattened, the final syllable of Tone 3 is incomplete, and the pitch
range of Tone 4 is compressed. Moreover, contextual factors and combination
patterns were found to have little influence on the learners performance in
trisyllabic tone acquisition.

Keywords: Thai learners; trisyllabic sequences; acoustic experiment; tone errors;
tone trisyllabic context; contextual factors; combinatorial relations; acquisition
study
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Py
=FASER BUE ARSI, I 111 9B EA PP
1+2 2+1

JFRHL | B | SRR | r2agE | ALY | SRER | RWUg | dHE

111 112 113 114 111 12 113 114
dep s | OB ESE | MRS | JFBesE | AR | RS | XmpR | hocER

HEHN | 121 122 123 124 121 122 123 124
b DEERVT | NI | RN | TR | A | 204k | BikEE | T EIR

131 132 133 134 131 132 133 134
HEE | B | MUK | BRR | =N | TR | R | i

141 142 143 144 141 142 143 144
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EZha | e | BT BEET | ONEMR | Rk | BBE | WXk
211 212 213 214 211 212 213 214
B | Al | R | JHEE | I | EBREE | 10| RIS
Hy 221 222 223 224 221 222 223 224
BT 0 | sy | EANH | SRR | Bk | s | AT | A
231 232 233 234 231 232 233 234
WAERK | K | FAME | FWF | BRI | BHRY | BEEK | TS
241 242 243 244 241 242 243 244
SR | O | EFRGR | IRES | TR | REESk | BN | KGN
311 312 313 314 311 312 313 314
NG| SEEREE | SR | IRAEE | IPAZ | JLTRE | AERTE | ATRENE
eSS 321 322 323 324 321 322 323 324
LF | RE | e | 2 | REE | BT | KORKE | B | Tk
331 332 333 334 331 332 333 334
AL | TR | Gl | TR | g2 | tiRa | Ry | hFR
341 342 343 344 341 342 343 344
ARHL | EHE | ERY | A | WWAXY | RAEEE | REREF | IR
411 412 413 414 411 412 413 414
fES5 | R | fE110 | R | BATSH | Bk | 0 | REE
BN 421 422 423 424 421 422 423 424
B | Fdemt | 2408 | KRG | RER | AO% | TS | BFEE | HB
431 432 433 434 431 432 433 434
AREE | ERE | TR | B | BANL | BRER | B | BRI
441 442 443 444 441 442 443 444
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