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Abstract. Arthur Conan Doyle is best known for his contributions to the field of 

literature, particularly as a writer of detective fiction. His most famous creation is 

the fictional detective Sherlock Holmes, who became one of the most iconic and 

enduring characters in detective literature. 
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Annotatsiya: Artur Konan Doyl adabiyot sohasiga qo'shgan hissasi, xususan 

detektiv fantastika yozuvchisi sifatida tanilgan. Uning eng mashhur ijodi - detektiv 

adabiyotdagi eng yorqin va bardavom qahramonlardan biriga aylangan fantastik 

detektiv Sherlok Xolms. 

Kalit so‘zlar: Artur Konan Doyl, ilmiy fantastika, tarjimalar, o‘zbek adabiyoti, 

adabiy moslashuvlar 

Аннотация. Артур Конан Дойл наиболее известен своим вкладом в 

область литературы, особенно как автор детективов. Его самое известное 

творение — вымышленный детектив Шерлок Холмс, ставший одним из 

самых знаковых и устойчивых персонажей детективной литературы. 

Ключевые слова: Артур Конан Дойл, Научная фантастика, Переводы, 

Узбекская литература, Литературные адаптации. 

 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, a literary giant of the Victorian and Edwardian eras, is 

primarily remembered for his creation of the legendary detective Sherlock Holmes. 

However, beyond the foggy streets of London and the enigmatic deductions of 

Holmes, Doyle's literary repertoire extends into the realms of science fiction. This 

extensive exploration seeks to unravel the layers of his science fiction works, 

analyzing how the author, known for his detective stories, seamlessly navigated the 

uncharted territories of speculative fiction, blending elements of adventure, 

imagination, and scientific inquiry. 

I. The Lost World: A Pioneering Expedition into Prehistoric Fantasy. Doyle's 

seminal work, "The Lost World" (1912), stands as a pioneering expedition into the 
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realm of prehistoric fantasy. Professor Challenger, an eccentric and brilliant scientist, 

leads an expedition to a remote plateau in South America, discovering a land 

untouched by time. Dinosaurs, primitive tribes, and untold wonders await the 

characters in this vividly imagined world. Doyle's meticulous attention to scientific 

detail, combined with a sense of adventure, creates a narrative that not only captures 

the imagination but also serves as a precursor to later works in the science fiction 

genre. 

The novel introduces readers to the charismatic Professor Challenger, a 

character as iconic in his own right as Sherlock Holmes. Challenger's unorthodox 

approach to science and his larger-than-life personality set the stage for a tale that 

transcends the boundaries of reality. Doyle's use of scientific concepts, albeit 

speculative, adds a layer of credibility to the narrative, making the prehistoric world 

depicted in the novel all the more compelling. 

II. The Poison Belt: Apocalypse and Scientific Catastrophe 

"The Poison Belt" (1913), a sequel to "The Lost World," continues Doyle's 

foray into science fiction. This novella takes an apocalyptic turn as the Earth passes 

through a belt of poisonous ether. Professor Challenger and his companions must 

grapple with the impending end of the world. Here, Doyle explores themes of 

survival, human resilience, and the impact of scientific discoveries on the fate of the 

planet. The narrative delves into the tension between scientific progress and its 

potentially catastrophic consequences, providing a cautionary tale that resonates 

with contemporary concerns about the misuse of scientific knowledge. 

In "The Poison Belt," Doyle not only delves into the physical challenges posed 

by an impending apocalypse but also explores the psychological and emotional 

responses of the characters facing imminent doom. The novella serves as a platform 

for Doyle to reflect on the fragility of human existence and the ethical implications 

of scientific advancements. The gripping narrative, coupled with Doyle's ability to 

weave scientific concepts into the storyline, solidifies "The Poison Belt" as a 

significant contribution to early 20th-century science fiction. 

III. When the World Screamed: A Geological Extravaganza 

In "When the World Screamed" (1928), Doyle explores the idea of the Earth as 

a living entity, capable of sensation and response. Professor Challenger, once again 

at the forefront, drills deep into the Earth's crust to prove that the planet is a living 

being with consciousness. This story reflects Doyle's fascination with geology and 

his willingness to stretch the boundaries of scientific understanding. It raises 

questions about humanity's place in the universe and the ethical considerations of 

tampering with the natural world. The geological extravaganza depicted in this tale 

showcases Doyle's ability to merge scientific inquiry with speculative fiction. The 
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concept of a living Earth, while firmly rooted in scientific curiosity, takes on a 

fantastical dimension in Doyle's narrative. The story challenges readers to 

contemplate the interconnectedness of all living things and the potential 

consequences of humanity's actions on the delicate balance of the planet. 

IV. Beyond the Veil: Spiritualism and Otherworldly Dimensions 

Beyond traditional science fiction, Doyle's interest in spiritualism and the 

supernatural found expression in stories that border on the fantastical. "The Captain 

of the 'Polestar'" (1890) and "The Parasite" (1894) delve into themes of possession 

and the supernatural, blurring the lines between science fiction and the occult. These 

works showcase Doyle's exploration of otherworldly dimensions, tapping into the 

spiritual and mysterious elements that fascinated the author throughout his life. 

"The Captain of the 'Polestar'" immerses readers in the eerie atmosphere of an 

Arctic expedition haunted by supernatural forces. Doyle skillfully blends elements 

of horror and science fiction, creating a narrative that challenges conventional 

boundaries. "The Parasite" explores the consequences of meddling with forces 

beyond human comprehension, delving into the realms of possession and 

extraterrestrial influence. While these stories may not conform to traditional science 

fiction tropes, they highlight Doyle's willingness to explore the fringes of the 

unknown, whether in the natural world or the supernatural. 

V. Legacy and Influence: Doyle's Impact on Science Fiction 

While Doyle may not be as prominently associated with science fiction as some 

of his contemporaries, his contributions remain significant. The blending of 

scientific curiosity, adventurous spirit, and imaginative storytelling in his works laid 

the groundwork for subsequent developments in the genre. Authors such as H.G. 

Wells and Jules Verne, who are often regarded as pioneers of science fiction, found 

common ground with Doyle in their exploration of the unknown and their ability to 

captivate readers with speculative narratives. 

Doyle's impact on the genre extends beyond his direct contributions. The spirit 

of adventure, the pursuit of the unknown, and the integration of scientific concepts 

into fiction became hallmarks of science fiction in the decades that followed. The 

legacy of "The Lost World," "The Poison Belt," and "When the World Screamed" 

can be traced in the works of later authors who embraced the intersection of science 

and fiction as a means of exploring the limitless possibilities of the universe. 

VI. The Underrated Gems: Exploring Lesser-Known Works** 

While "The Lost World," "The Poison Belt," and "When the World Screamed" 

are widely recognized, Doyle's science fiction repertoire extends to lesser-known 

works that showcase his versatility as a writer. "The Maracot Deep" (1929) takes 

readers to the depths of the ocean, exploring mysterious civilizations and underwater 
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wonders. "The Disintegration Machine" (1929) delves into the consequences of 

scientific experimentation gone awry, touching on themes of morality and hubris. 

These lesser-known works may not have achieved the same level of acclaim as 

Doyle's more famous creations, but they offer a deeper understanding of his 

exploration of the unknown. "The Maracot Deep" and "The Disintegration Machine" 

demonstrate Doyle's ability to adapt his storytelling to different scientific and 

speculative scenarios, showcasing a breadth of imagination that transcends the 

boundaries of conventional genres. 

VII. Doyle's Unique Approach to Science Fiction: Melding Adventure and 

Inquiry 

One of the distinctive aspects of Doyle's science fiction lies in his ability to 

seamlessly meld adventure with scientific inquiry. While other science fiction 

writers of his time often leaned heavily on scientific concepts or adventurous plots, 

Doyle masterfully balanced both. In "The Lost World," readers are not only 

captivated by the thrilling encounters with dinosaurs and the unknown but also by 

the scientific curiosity that underpins the entire expedition.  
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