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Annotation. This article considers the syntactic function of the “de” structure in Chinese
legislative language. The “de” structure in a legal context has been routinely defined as the post-
posed relative clause, despite the inherent conflict between its form and function. In view of the
“legal assumption — legal consequence” pattern of expression in legal clauses, defining the “de”
structure as the “ru” structure will offer more persuasive explanations in the legal context.
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