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MUTUAL LEARNING AMONG SILK ROAD CIVILIZATIONS: CULTURAL
EXCHANGES BETWEEN MEDIEVAL CHINA AND CENTRAL ASIA THROUGH THE
SPREAD OF BUDDHIST PAGODAS WITH THREE-TIERED BASES
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Abstract: Drawing on archaeological and textual evidence, this paper traces the
morphological evolution and transmission of Buddhist stiipas with three-tiered stepped bases
from India and Central Asia via the Western Regions' northern and southern routes to the Central
Plains, revealing Sino-Central Asian exchange and Buddhist architecture's Sinicization,
addressing a scholarly gap.
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