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ABSTRACT

This research mainly conducts a meaning-based analysis of the "views of
morality and profit" and "views of credit and honesty" in "Mencius". This research is
limited to the study of “the concept of morality and benefit and the concept of credit
and honesty" in the book Mencius. The thesis is divided into two parts: the first part
analyzes the book's views on "morality and benefit, life and death” and its meaning;
the second part analyzes the book's "credit and honesty" and its meaning.
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INTRODUCTION

Mencius (about 372 BC - 289 BC), famous as Ke, was a philosopher, thinker,
and educator in China more than 2,000 years ago. He was a representative of the
Confucian after Confucius and before Xunzi. ". As a strong historical and cultural
tradition, "The Doctrine of Confucius and Mencius™ has become the most symbolic
spiritual value of Chinese culture, and has had a huge impact on China's politics,
thought and life for more than 2,000 years.

This article attempts to analyze Mencius' views on "morality”, "benefit" and
"honesty", and explain the role they play on people's spiritual level.

1. Mencius' views on "morality" and "'benefit"

The book "Mencius" is a compilation of Mencius' speeches, compiled by
Mencius and his subsequent disciples, and records the Confucian classics of Mencius'
language, political views and political actions. The starting point of the "Mencius"
theory is the theory of good nature.

(1)Material living conditions are the foundation

In Mencius' view,material interests play a pivotal role in human moral
development.“#5 [ JGE =, K EME L. HLEL, BEME, TARNC. 7
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( {(FTF-EHEHEL) > ™ ("Mencius, Liang Hui King"), Mencius saw the
important role of "certain amount of property income™ for the common people. Put
“certain amount of property income™ in the first place and "Perseverance” in the
second place. Mencius said: Those who have a certain amount of property income
have certain moral concepts and code of conduct, while those who do not have a
certain amount of property income will not have a certain moral concept and code of
conduct. If there is no certain moral concept and code of conduct, they will act
indiscriminately, violate the law and discipline, and do any bad things. That is, only
when people have money on hand, their living standards are improved, and their
spiritual standards are raised, will society be stable and the world stable. He believes
that for the common people, the first thing is to solve the problem of survival, and
only when the problem of survival is solved will the common people have
"persistence". Mencius’s thought affirmed the decisive role of material living
conditions on people's moral behavior.

(2)Emphasizing morality over profit, Morality is more important than life

Mencius believes that in the face of "morality"” and "benefit", "life" and "death",
one should pay more attention to morality than interest, and morality should be more
important than life.

TE: “%, R Efk, FEEHEET? & FHE: “E! {0
M2 AL mE. EEL, CATUURREE? CRRE, T PAAIER? AR,
TUAANE &2 > E IR EGE R, C R REELR) D

“Mencius see King Hui of Liang. The king said,"Venerable sir, since you have
not counted it far to come here, a distance of a thousand, may | presume that you are
like wise provided with counsels to profit my kingdom? " Mencius replied,"Why
must Your Majesty use that word 'profit? What | am ‘likewise' provided with, are
counsels to benevolence and

morality, and these are my only topics. If Your Majesty say, 'What is to be
done to profit my kingdom? 'the great officers will say, 'What is to be done to profit
our families? 'and the inferior officers and the common people will say, 'What is to be
done to profit our persons? 'Superiors and inferiors will try to snatch this profit the
one from the other, and the kingdom will be endangered.” From this passage, we can
fully see Mencius's attitude towards the status of morality and benefit. He believes
that not only personal interests and desires should be removed, but even the great
interests and desires of the country should not be publicly advocated. On the other
hand, if you can't "abandoning interests and pursuing morality"”, the monarch or his
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ministers will mix their personal interests with the affairs, which will lead to the ruin
of the country.

dEl cfm, RPTAR, REE, JRIPAR, “FE ARG, &
REEFW. A, JREA, S JRIRPTERE, R ANEIARAE, SARmECCE
W, ” ((HETT-E5TEE+=E) , This passage is mainly to say that | want fish
and bear paws, and | can't get both at the same time. | would rather give up fish and
choose bear paws. Life is what | want, and morality is what | want. Both cannot be
obtained at the same time. | would rather give up my life and choose morality.

In Mencius' view, in life, there will inevitably be two things that are pleasing to
each other, or a situation of dilemma. In the case of inability to have both, you should
choose the side that you value more. In his view, both life and morality are things that
he wants. He affirms the importance of human life, but also emphasizes that there is
something more important than human life, that is "morality”, that is, morality. He
believes that, in the dilemma between life and morality, between appetite and
spiritual pursuit, if one abandons morality and survives, such a life loses its value of
existence, and people also lose their meaning of being a human being.

From Mencius' decision on morality and benefit, life and morality, we can see
that morality is a standard, a criterion for judging whether people's behavior conforms
to ethical norms; benefit generally refers to the material interests that people pursue.
In the book "Mencius"”, "morality" is mentioned 108 times, and "benefit" is
mentioned 38 times. Only from the number of "morality” and "benefit" mentioned in
the book, it can be clearly seen that Mencius paid more attention to morality than
profit.

2. Mencius' view on honesty,Credit and trustworthiness

"f5" is explained in {Shuowen Jiezi ) as "#{" (original: "honesty,credit and
trustworthiness, sincerity."), which is our general understanding of honesty and credit,
which means that one must say what is said, and one cannot break one's word and
become fat. It must be done in order to be believed. In Mencius' thought, "¥{Z" is
mainly endowed with the following connotations:

(1) Sincere

OB T RTRDA Ty, MER DAAEGE . DL L TE R, MO ST
AhE?” ((&#HT-H=ELE) ), The meaning of this sentence is that a
gentleman can use appropriate methods to deceive the other party, but he cannot use
immoral and indecent means. Since (Xiang) got along with (Shun) in a disguised way
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of respecting his elder brother, then (Shun) believed and got along well with him
sincerely. "{Z" here means sincere.

(2) Belief, Sincerity

oy RTERE, META BT ER. BTAAE, FXRE
i, IET AR BRAE, REAW, AMLTRR. WMESHE, AUFE,
AN E R, B, RzEt, BE, AZiEHR. 2linishE, k2
Al Ak, KAERIEE. > C(ETF-FE L) D, "E" here means to
believe, trust, and "" here means belief ,sincerity . The meaning of this passage is
that there is a way to gain the trust of your superiors; There is a way to convince
friends; if serving parents does not make them happy, it is impossible to convince
friends. There are ways to make parents happy; if you reflect on your filial piety, you
will not be able to make your parents happy. There is a way to make filial piety come
out of sincerity: if you don’t understand what kindness is, you can’t make filial piety
come out of sincerity. Therefore, 'sincerity’ is the principle of heaven, and the pursuit
of 'honesty' is the principle of life. It has never happened to be sincere but not able to
move people's hearts; without sincerity, it is impossible to move people's hearts.

That is to say, according to Mencius, "sincerity” is an inherent quality of
human beings, the foundation of being a human being, and honesty is the origin of all
good things. From the perspective of being a human being, honesty can enable people
to have higher moral cultivation, gain respect from others, make more reliable friends,
and gain a foothold in society.

(3) Reality and sincerity

O, KRB, BE, NZEW. BlmAsE, R2AH; A
W, RERFEW. ” ( (HT-EF% L), Mencius believes that sincerity is the
law of nature, and the pursuit of sincerity is the law of life. There is no such thing as
being extremely sincere but not being able to move others. There is no such thing as
being dishonest and never being able to move others. Mencius believes that
"sincerity" is the human way of the unity of heaven and man. It refers to a kind of
good self-cultivation that people follow the way of heaven and then cultivate
themselves through the day after tomorrow. They reach the moral realm of sincerity
and not falsehood, and finally move others.

(4) Keep your word, creditable and trustworthiness.

“REANR, BEAN, RAaH, KeaEF, HAE. ” (R B
X ) ), Here, Mencius pointed out the principles of interpersonal

communication between fathers and sons, rulers and ministers, husbands and wives,
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elders and children, and friends and friends. The basic ethics and morality of
communication between friends.It is believed that the communication between
friends must be trustworthy , and that "keep your word , creditable and
trustworthiness™ is the basic ethics and morality of the communication between
friends.

A EE, SREAME, BREHR.  ((ETF) HrEa LT,
Here, trustworthiness and benevolence, morality, and loyalty are admired by Mencius
as the highest goal of personality cultivation. He believes that trustworthiness,
benevolence, morality, and loyalty are noble moral sentiments from the heart, and can
always maintain this noble morality, and constantly inherited.

“HiAz, B ((ET-HTEATY O Ga: FCwm”, W
f8) , (5%: the same as "forgiveness", honesty), which means that if a gentleman
does not believe in credit, how can he have integrity?

(5)Integrity,dou not deceive

“EAE N EET, B2 el fmmrE, WETHE: MELRKE
A, MBI hAaZ5EE, MBS, BAR/NE, METHEE. » O G
Wy b)Y ), This passage tells us that in doing business, we must be honest,with
integrity, do not cheat , do not deceive the elderly and children. In business activities,
we must operate with integrity as the basic principle.

Confucius mentioned "Credit and trustworthiness™ 38 times in "The Analects",
emphasizing that "If a person loses or does not keep his credit, he cannot do anything
well." Mencius put "friends with trust” into the "five morals"”; Xunzi believed that
honesty make politics fair and clear.This shows that Confucianism advocated credit
in an effort to maintain the ethical order. Mencius inherited Confucius' theory of
"benevolence” and advocated the use of benevolence and morality to manage the
country.He not only valued morality over profit, but also vigorously promoted the
idea of "honesty, credit".

3. The role of Mencius' view of morality, benefit and the view of honesty,
creditiong on people's spiritual development

The concept about morality, benefit, credit and honesty proposed by Mencius
originated more than 2,000 years ago, but its beneficial elements are still affecting
today's Chinese society across thousands of years. It has important enlightenment
significance for the construction of the spiritual world of contemporary Chinese
people.
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Nowadays, there are phenomena such as fraud, forget about morality in pursuit
of profit, do anything to get rich, and lack of business ethics to varying degrees
around the world. Faced with this situation, people not only need to face up to the
contradictions arising in the process of seeking profit, but also use "Morality and
Credit" to regulate and correct their own ideological and morality , Strengthen
ideological and moral education. We should promote integrity honesty and
trustworthiness, pay attention to integrity, and maintain social fairness and justice.
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