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ABSTRACT 

This article explores the multifaceted challenges encountered in teaching 

written discourse, focusing on issues related to student writing anxiety, developing 

critical thinking skills, fostering creativity, and providing effective feedback. The 

article examines the impact of these challenges on student learning and discusses 

various pedagogical strategies to address them, such as incorporating writing 

centers, utilizing technology effectively, and implementing authentic assessment 

methods. The article concludes by emphasizing the importance of ongoing 

professional development for educators to enhance their teaching practices and 

support student success in written discourse. 

Key words: authentic assessment, fostering creativity, pedagogical strategies, 
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INTRODUCTION 

Written discourse plays a pivotal role in academic and professional success. 

However, teaching students to effectively communicate their ideas in writing presents 

numerous challenges. This article examines the key problems encountered in teaching 

written discourse, including student writing anxiety, developing critical thinking 

skills, fostering creativity, and providing effective feedback. It also explores various 

pedagogical strategies to address these challenges and enhance student writing 

outcomes. 

Literature review 

Extensive research has documented the challenges associated with teaching 

written discourse. Student writing anxiety is a prevalent issue, often stemming from 

fear of failure, lack of confidence, and perfectionism (MacIntyre & Gardner, 1991). 

This anxiety can significantly impact students' writing process, leading to 

procrastination, avoidance, and decreased motivation.    

Furthermore, developing critical thinking skills is crucial for effective written 

communication. Students need to be able to analyze information, evaluate evidence, 

and construct well-supported arguments. However, teaching critical thinking skills 

can be challenging, requiring active learning strategies and opportunities for students 

to engage in higher-order thinking (Halpern, 1999).    
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Fostering creativity in writing is another significant challenge. While creativity 

is essential for engaging and impactful writing, it can be difficult to cultivate in a 

structured academic setting. Teachers need to create a supportive and encouraging 

environment that allows students to experiment with language, explore different 

writing styles, and take risks in their writing (Runco & Beghetto, 2014). 

Providing effective feedback is crucial for student writing development. 

However, traditional methods of feedback, such as teacher comments on written 

assignments, can be time-consuming and may not always be effectively received by 

students. Exploring alternative feedback methods, such as peer feedback and self-

assessment, can enhance the feedback process and promote student learning (Hyland, 

2003).    

Methodology 

This article is based on a review of existing literature on teaching written 

discourse, including research articles, books, and professional development 

resources. Relevant sources were identified through a comprehensive search of 

academic databases, such as ERIC, JSTOR, and Google Scholar. The search terms 

used included "teaching writing," "written discourse," "student writing anxiety," 

"critical thinking," "creativity," "feedback," and "pedagogical strategies." The 

selected literature was critically analyzed to identify common challenges and explore 

effective pedagogical approaches. 

RESULTS 

The literature review revealed several key challenges in teaching written 

discourse: 

 Student writing anxiety: High levels of anxiety can significantly hinder 

students' writing process and negatively impact their performance.    

 Developing critical thinking skills: Teaching students to analyze 

information, evaluate evidence, and construct well-supported arguments can be 

challenging. 

 Fostering creativity: Creating a supportive environment that encourages 

experimentation and risk-taking in writing can be difficult. 

 Providing effective feedback: Traditional feedback methods may not always 

be effective and can be time-consuming for both teachers and students. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Addressing these challenges requires a multifaceted approach. Implementing 

writing centers can provide students with individualized support and guidance from 

trained writing tutors. Utilizing technology effectively, through tools such as online 
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writing platforms and collaborative writing tools, can enhance student engagement 

and provide opportunities for peer feedback and revision.    

Furthermore, incorporating authentic writing tasks, such as writing for real 

audiences and engaging in real-world writing projects, can increase student 

motivation and provide opportunities for creative expression. Implementing authentic 

assessment methods, such as portfolios and presentations, can provide a more holistic 

assessment of student writing and encourage deeper learning.    

Finally, ongoing professional development for educators is crucial. Workshops, 

conferences, and online resources can provide teachers with the knowledge and skills 

to implement effective teaching strategies, address student challenges, and stay 

abreast of current research and best practices in teaching written discourse.    

CONCLUSION 

Teaching written discourse effectively requires a multifaceted approach that 

addresses the unique challenges faced by students. By implementing strategies such 

as utilizing writing centers, incorporating technology, fostering creativity, and 

providing effective feedback, educators can create a supportive and engaging learning 

environment that empowers students to become confident and effective writers. 
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